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summaries
Gastrointestinal cancer
A new chemoimmunotherapy regimen (OXAFI) for 
advanced hepatocellular carcinoma
Because currently available treatments are associated with low 
response rates and little evidence of improved survival, Ang and 
colleagues evaluated a new regimen consisting of intravenous oxa
aliplatin, doxorubicin, fluorouracil, and interferon alfa (OXAFI) 
in 7 patients with advanced unresectable and/or metastatic 
HCC. The best response was three partial responses, three stable 
disease responses, and one progressive disease response. Their 
conclusion was that OXAFI showed activity in advanced HCC 
with manageable toxicity. Based on these initial results, they are 
currently evaluating OXAFI in a phase II study in unresectable, 
nonametastatic HCC.
diaGnosis and risK stratification
Additional chromosomal abnormalities in 
Philadelphia-positive chronic myeloid leukemia
In a prospective study, Syed and colleagues described 51 additiona
al chromosomal abnormalities found in 34 of 219 patients with 
Philadelphiaapositive CML. All patients received imatinib. In 29 
cases, abnormalities were acquired after starting imatinib. Twentya
one patients were in chronic phase, 10 in accelerated phase, and 3 
were in blast crises. Trisomy 8 was the most frequent abnormality 
followed by  random chromosomal abnormalities and variants of 
the Philadelphia chromosome. The overall frequency was similar 
to that in previous reports.
prostate cancer
Serum prostate-specific antigen, radiologic findings 
and Gleason score in prostate biopsies in Jordan
In a review of 348 prostate biopsies performed in a 4ayear period, 
Farsahk and Farsahk found that 43% were diagnosed with adenoa
carcinoma. The mean PSA level for patients with carcinoma was 
23.4 ng/mL compared with 11.2 ng/mL for benign cases. There 
was no relationship between PSA level and Gleason score, but 
the higher the Gleason score, the higher the percentage of carcia
noma in the cores. Most of the carcinomas showed hyperechoic 
areas on ultrasound exam. The authors found that the higher the 
prostate level, the greater the chance of having cancer, but the 
PSA had low positive predictive value for prostate carcinoma. A 
PSA ratio <10 was suggestive of carcinoma. A radiologic finding 
of a hypoechoic lesion was sensitive, but not specific for detecting 
prostate carcinoma.
cancer epidemioloGY
Cancer incidence among the Bahraini population: a 
five-year (1998-2002) experience
Using data from the Bahrain Cancer Registry, Alsayyad and 
Hamadeh determined the epidemiological patterns of malignana
cies in Bahrain over a 5ayear period and compared them with 
those of other Gulf Cooperation Council countries. They found 
2405 cases of cancer in Bahrain over the 5ayear period, with an 
annual average of 481 cases. The world ageastandarized incidence 
rates (ASR) were 162.3 and 145.2 per 100 000 for Bahraini 
males and females, respectively. The most common cancer types 
for males were lung, bladder and prostate, while the most coma
mon types for women were breast, lung and ovary. Compared to 
other Gulf countries  Bahrain had higher incidence rates for seva
eral types of cancer in both men and women. The rising trend in 
cancer incidence is likely to continue.
